
Butler County Learn to Burn   
  April 11-15,2022 
  Register 
 

AFA Connect: Mitigating Liablility            
Associated with Owning or Managing 
Land 

  April 21, 2022 
  Register  
 

Mobile County Learn to Burn   
  May 9-13, 2022 

  Register  
 

Monroe County Learn and Burn   
  May  23-27, 2022 
  Register  
 

Alabama Certifed Burn Manager Course 
  Foley, AL 
  June 27-30,2022  
Registration opening April 15th  on Alabama    

Forestry Commission's website 

PRESCRIBED FIRE  

  NowÊthatÊspringÊhasÊofficiallyÊbegun,Ê
whiteÊfloweringÊgrassÊcanÊbeÊspoƩedÊ
throughoutÊsouthÊAlabama’sÊlandscape.Ê
ManyÊwouldÊagreeÊtheÊgrass,ÊwhileÊÊ
flowering,ÊisÊalluringÊtoÊtheÊeyes,ÊbutÊitÊ
canÊwreakÊhavocÊtoÊlandowners.ÊTheÊ
whiteÊfloweringÊgrass,ÊCogongrass,ÊisÊ
listedÊasÊaÊfederallyÊnoxiousÊweed.ÊItÊ
originatedÊfromÊtropicalÊareasÊbutÊhasÊ
takenÊrootÊinÊtheÊsoutheasternÊUnitedÊ
StatesÊsinceÊitsÊintroducƟonÊinÊtheÊearlyÊ
1900’s.Ê 
ÊÊCogongrassÊcanÊbeÊfoundÊpracƟcallyÊ
anywhereÊalongÊroads,ÊinsideÊforestÊ
standsÊasÊwellÊasÊyards.ÊLeavesÊareÊÊÊÊ
typicallyÊtwoÊtoÊthreeÊfeetÊtall,ÊoŌenÊ
exhibiƟngÊaÊyellowish-greenÊcolor.ÊEdgesÊ
ofÊleavesÊwillÊhaveÊserratedÊteethÊyouÊ
canÊfeelÊwhenÊrunningÊyourÊhandsÊdownÊ
theÊedgeÊofÊtheÊleaves.ÊItÊgrowsÊinÊthickÊ
circularÊpatchesÊandÊeasilyÊoutÊcompetesÊ
desiredÊnaƟveÊplants.ÊUlƟmately,ÊitÊÊÊ
createsÊaÊmonotypicÊstandÊuselessÊforÊ
wildlife.ÊItÊspreadsÊthroughÊsharpÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
horizontalÊundergroundÊstems,ÊorÊÊÊÊÊÊ
rhizomes,ÊwhichÊcanÊpierceÊthroughÊ
rootsÊofÊotherÊplantsÊincludingÊdesirableÊ
vegetaƟonÊsuchÊasÊpineÊtreesÊandÊnaƟveÊ
forbs.Ê 
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CogongrassÊControlÊAssistanceÊ 
ÊÊEradicaƟonÊofÊthisÊweedÊcanÊbeÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
incrediblyÊdifficult.ÊItÊisÊimportantÊtoÊ
beginÊcontrolÊmethodsÊasÊsoonÊasÊitÊisÊ
idenƟfiedÊonÊtheÊproperty.ÊTheÊgoodÊ
newsÊisÊÊthatÊseveralÊprogramsÊareÊÊÊ
availableÊtoÊhelpÊlandÊmanagersÊreduceÊ
orÊeliminateÊtheÊspreadÊofÊthisÊnoxiousÊ
weed.ÊTheÊfollowingÊprogramsÊofferÊÊ
controlÊassistanceÊifÊtheÊplantÊhasÊbeenÊ
idenƟfiedÊonÊyourÊproperty. 
ÊÊTheÊUSDAÊNaturalÊResourcesÊandÊÊÊÊ
ConservaƟonÊServicesÊoffersÊprogramsÊtoÊ
helpÊprivateÊlandownersÊsprayÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
herbicides.ÊIfÊyourÊlandÊisÊenrolledÊintoÊ
anÊNRCSÊcontract,ÊyouÊcouldÊbeÊeligibleÊ
forÊfinancialÊassistance.ÊIfÊthisÊpracƟceÊisÊ
notÊalreadyÊpartÊofÊyourÊcontract,ÊÊÊÊÊÊ
contactÊyourÊlocalÊNRCSÊDistrictÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
ConservaƟonistsÊtoÊaskÊifÊtreaƟngÊ
cogongrassÊcanÊbeÊaddedÊtoÊyourÊ 
contract. 
ÊÊAnotherÊopportunityÊcurrentlyÊbeingÊ
offeredÊisÊthroughÊtheÊLongleafÊAlliance.Ê
ThisÊprogramÊconsistsÊofÊaÊseven-countyÊ
focalÊareaÊfocusedÊaroundÊConecuhÊÊÊ
NaƟonalÊForest.ÊToÊinquireÊaboutÊtheÊ
program,ÊcontactÊprogramÊcoordinatorÊ
VernonÊComptonÊatÊ
vernon@longleafalliance.org. 

 
To Obtain a Burn Permit: 
(800) 392-5679 
 
For Fire Weather Resources:  
Alabama Forestry Commission  
 
Prescribed Burn Insurance Application: 
Alabama Forestry Association  
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ÊÊÊÊLoblollyÊpineÊisÊwidelyÊusedÊbyÊforestÊ
landownersÊinÊAlabamaÊandÊisÊwellÊÊÊÊÊ
suitedÊtoÊprescribedÊfire.ÊUsingÊburningÊ
asÊaÊmanagementÊtoolÊinÊevenÊagedÊÊÊ
loblollyÊstandsÊcanÊbeÊveryÊeffecƟve,ÊbutÊ
likeÊanyÊtool,ÊlandownersÊshouldÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
considerÊtheÊspecificÊneedsÊofÊtheÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
speciesÊwhenÊplanningÊaÊburn. 

UnlikeÊlongleaf,ÊyoungÊloblollyÊcanÊbeÊ
damagedÊbyÊfire.ÊForÊjuvenileÊloblolly,Ê
landownersÊshouldÊwaitÊunƟlÊtheÊstandÊisÊ
atÊleastÊ5ÊyearsÊold,ÊorÊisÊ~4ÊinchesÊinÊ
diameterÊandÊ~15ÊfeetÊtallÊbeforeÊÊÊÊÊ
burning.ÊEvenÊatÊthatÊsize,ÊyouÊshouldÊ
considerÊusingÊaÊcoolÊseasonÊburnÊandÊ
backfireÊtoÊavoidÊdamageÊandÊmortality.Ê
WinterÊseasonÊprescribedÊburnsÊareÊÊÊ
usuallyÊlow-intensity,ÊandÊcanÊhelpÊtheÊ
loblollyÊpinesÊwhenÊplannedÊandÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
conductedÊcorrectly. 

AsÊloblollyÊstandsÊmature,ÊregularÊuseÊofÊ
fireÊcanÊhelpÊcontrolÊwoodyÊÊcompeƟƟonÊ
forÊpinesÊthatÊcouldÊÊotherwiseÊreduceÊ
growthÊofÊdesiredÊtrees.ÊInÊaddiƟonÊtoÊ
theÊbenefitsÊforÊtheÊtreesÊthemselves,ÊaÊ
regularÊscheduleÊofÊprescribedÊfireÊcanÊ
promoteÊopenÊcanopiesÊandÊsƟmulateÊ
theÊgrowthÊofÊgroundÊvegetaƟonÊ 

UsingÊPrescribedÊFireÊinÊLoblollyÊPines 
preferredÊbyÊmanyÊgameÊspecies,ÊsuchÊasÊ
deer,Êturkey,ÊandÊquail.ÊTheÊuseÊofÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
regularÊfireÊalsoÊhelpsÊlandownersÊreduceÊ
theÊriskÊofÊwildfireÊdamage.Ê 

FireÊfrequencyÊinÊmatureÊloblollyÊcanÊbeÊ
tailoredÊtoÊtheÊspecificÊmanagementÊÊ
objecƟvesÊandÊgroundÊcondiƟons.ÊWhileÊ
someÊlandownersÊachieveÊtheirÊdesiredÊ
resultsÊbyÊburningÊeveryÊ1-3Êyears,ÊotherÊ
landownersÊmayÊseeÊequalÊsuccessÊinÊ
theirÊstandsÊbyÊburningÊeveryÊ2-5+Êyears.Ê
KnowingÊwhatÊyourÊdesiredÊoutcomeÊisÊ
forÊtheÊuseÊofÊprescribedÊfireÊisÊcriƟcalÊasÊ
youÊdetermineÊwhenÊandÊwhereÊtoÊburn. 

TheÊappearanceÊofÊaÊloblollyÊstandÊcanÊ
beÊimprovedÊwithÊregularÊuseÊofÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
prescribedÊfireÊbyÊincreasingÊvisibilityÊandÊ
accessibility.ÊTheseÊbenefitsÊcanÊbeÊÊÊÊ
enjoyedÊforÊrecreaƟonalÊacƟviƟesÊsuchÊasÊ
hunƟngÊorÊhikingÊbutÊcanÊalsoÊbeÊusedÊforÊ
planningÊfutureÊharvestÊacƟviƟes.ÊTheÊ
increasedÊaccessÊcanÊbeÊaÊincenƟveÊforÊ
potenƟalÊƟmberÊbuyersÊandÊloggers. 

ForÊmoreÊinformaƟonÊaboutÊtheÊuseÊofÊ
prescribedÊfireÊinÊloblollyÊvisit. 

SPONSORS  

ProtectÊyourÊvalues 

LearnÊaboutÊtheÊissuesÊthatÊareÊ
importantÊtoÊyou 

EducateÊtheÊnextÊgeneraƟon 

PromoteÊsustainableÊforestÊ
management 

JOIN AFA TODAY! 

· LandownerÊ/ÊHunƟngÊClubÊ
liabilityÊinsuranceÊgroupÊrates 

· PrescribedÊburningÊinsuranceÊ
groupÊrates 

· QuarterlyÊAlabamaÊForestsÊ
magazine 

· AnnualÊMembershipÊ
Directory 

· WeeklyÊnewsleƩersÊwithÊtheÊ
latestÊnews 

· MemberÊAlertsÊaboutÊissuesÊ
impacƟngÊyourÊ
landownership 

· MemberÊdiscountsÊonÊallÊ
onlineÊconƟnuingÊeducaƟon 

Keep property taxes low / Fight 

regulatory abuse / Improve  

education / Reduce landowner  

liability/ Streamline state             

government / Improve roads and 

bridges 

WHY JOIN? 

YOUR MEMBERSHIP 
HELPS THE ALABAMA 
FORESTRY ASSOCIATION: 

YOUR MEMBER BENEFITS 
INCLUDE: 


