ALABAMA FORESTRY

FOUNDATION

upcoming events >>

Biology & Conservation of Gopher Tortise
April 7, 2021
Location: Zoom Webinar
Register: aces.edu

AFA Brewton Regional Reception
April 15, 2021
Location: The Hourglass
Register: alaforestry.org/events

Escambia County Learn & Burn
April 19-23, 2021
Location: Brewton, AL

Register: https://www.aces.edu/event/learn-to-burn-
escambia-co/

ForestHER: Invasive Plants of Southern Forest
May 11,2021
Location: Zoom Webinar
Register: conact Bence Carter

Staff / Contact

& 3 Greg Brewer
Alabama Forestry Association
Regional Forester
gbrewer@alaforestry.org
(334) 329-1106

Tyler Sibley
Alabama Forestry Association
4 Fish and Wildlife Biologist
| tsibley@alaforestry.org
(256) 612-7694

Important Numbers

To Obtain a Burning Permit:
(800) 392-5679

For fire weather resources visit:
www.forestry.alabama.gov/Pages/Fire/
Burn_Weather.aspx

PRESCRIBED FIRE
NEWSLETTER

The Prescribed Burning Act pro-
vides Alabama landowners the right to
burn their property while addressing
burner liability. This law states
“Prescribed burning is a landowner
property right and a land management
tool that benefits the safety of the pub-
lic, environment, natural resources, and
the economy of Alabama.” This statute
requires anyone wanting liability pro-
tection under the law to become a Certi-
fied burn manager, completing 32 hours
of in class lecture as well as pass a writ-
ten test.

One of the purposes of certification
is to reduce liability associated with
prescribed burning. In order to be
protected by the state law, prescribed
burns must meet the following criteria:
burn must be supervised by an Alabama
Certified Prescribed Burn Manager,
have a written prescribed burn plan
notarized or witnessed before ignition,
burn is pursuant to state law as well as
obtain a burn permit from the Alabama
Forestry Commission. While Alabama
is a right to burn state, meeting these
criteria will provide liability protection
under state law in the case of incidents,
unless gross negligence is proven.

According to state law, Alabama
landowners can still conduct a pre-

CERTIFIED PRESCRIBED BURN MANAGER
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scribed fire without being a Certified
burn manager; however, without certi-
fication there is no liability protection.
Landowners forgoing the certification
only need to attain a burn permit from
the Alabama Forestry Commission
before a burn begins. Burn permits can
be obtained by calling (800) 392-5679.
Any landowner, consultant, forest-
er, wildlife biologist or contractor inter-
ested in using prescribed fire as a man-
agement tool and wishes to become
certified should attend one of the Pre-
scribed Burn Certification Classes. This
year’s class will be held in three differ-
ent locations across Alabama. Topics
include fire behavior, burning methods,
safety, planning, smoke screening and
state laws. Classes listed meet require-
ments for certification as approved by
the Alabama Forestry Commission.
Typically, classes are offered annual-
ly however last year due to restrictions
classes were canceled. This year, due to
current guidelines attendance will be
limited at each location so be sure to
register early in order to save a spot.
The complete list of class location, cost
and requirements are on the following

page. £
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JOIN AFA TODAY!

Connect with over 7,000 other
landowners, foresters,
loggers, equipment
dealers, realtors,

manufacturers and J=o

more in Alabama’s FORESTRY
ASSOCIATION

forest network! D

WHY JOIN?

* Protect your values

* Learn about the issues that are
important to you

% Educate the next generation

* Promote sustainable forest
management

YOUR MEMBERSHIP
HELPS THE ALABAMA
FORESTRY ASSOCIATION:

Keep property taxes low / Fight
regulatory abuse / Improve
education / Reduce landowner
liability/ Streamline state
government / Improve roads and

YOUR MEMBER BENEFITS
INCLUDE:

e Landowner / Hunting Club
liability insurance

e Prescribed burning insurance

e Quarterly Alabama Forests
magazine

e Annual Membership
Directory

o  Weekly newsletters with the
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